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Zarathushtra comes to torment him before the time. We
could hardly exaggerate the pre-eminence of the maQra spmta^
1 the holy (or beneficent) word/ in the religion of the Later
A vesta, and it is difficult to choose the most typical illustra-
tions. Two may be given, the first putting the spell and the
ritual in characteristic relation. Zarathushtra is challenged by
Angra Mainyu :

To him screamed the Creator of Evil, the Fiendly Spirit: ' By whose
word wilt thou strike, by whose word wilt thou drive out, by what
weapon will those of the Good Creation (strike and drive out) my
creatures of the Fiendly Spirit ?'

To him replied Spitama Zarathushtra : ' The Haoma presses, the
chalices, the draughts of Haoma, the Words revealed by Mazdah, even
the Vahishta [i. e. the Ashem Vohu], are my weapon . with this Word
will I drive out, with this weapon shall he of the Good Creation (drive
out thy creatures)1 O thou evil-doing Fiendly Spiiit. The Holy Spirit
made it, made it in boundless time. The sovran kindly Amcsha Spentas
created it. (Vd. I98f.)

Further quotation is needless to show what incomparable
power these two formulae possess. Our other example shall
be one of another kind. The First Yasht, addressed to Ahura
Mazdah, is made up of divine names, gathered in two lists,
both prose, and linked by no clear principle.

It may be well to produce the verse in which they are im-
bedded, omitting prose glosses, and by force of necessity
winking at halting verse where it seems probable that prose is
not original.

Then to him spake Zarathushtra:

'That great Name of thine reveal me,

Mazdah Ahura the Righteous,

So that I therewith may vanquish

All the demons and all mortals;

So that I therewith may vanquish

All the sorcerers, all the witches;

So that me no one may vanquish,

Neither demon, neither mortal,

Neither sorcerers nor witches/

1 Wolff appears to be wrong here.